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Tourism degrowth and sustainable transportation:
perspectives, linkages and policies

NECTAR Cluster 5 (Leisure, Recreation and Tourism) international workshop
University of Insubria, Como (Italy)

September 10-11, 2025

Call for papers

It is our pleasure to invite you to the workshop organized by NECTAR Cluster 5 (Leisure, Recreation and
Tourism) joint with the Department of Human Sciences and Innovation for the Territory (DiSUIT) and
the Department of Law, Economics and Cultures (DiDEC) which will be held at the University of Insubria,
Como (Italy), on September 10-11, 2025.

Main topic

Aimed at creating more responsible, equitable, and eco-friendly tourism models, tourism degrowth is
both a social theory and social movement advocating for a reduction in tourism impacts, especially in
contexts where overtourism has emerged as a global concern and a source of social discontent. As
such, tourism degrowth claims emphasize shifting away from mass tourism, encouraging slower and
localized travel, and minimizing carbon footprints caused, in particular, by tourists’ transport choices.

In general, the linkage between tourism degrowth and transportation is indeed crucial in addressing
sustainability challenges within the tourism industry. As tourism flows grow, the leisure sector
contributes significantly to environmental degradation, particularly through transportation as a major
source of carbon emissions, traffic congestion, and noise hindrances. Therefore, tourism degrowth,
which calls for the reduction of the overall scale of tourism to lessen its negative environmental
externalities, directly challenges the sustainability of traditional transport models. Moreover, besides
lowering transport emissions, tourism degrowth contributes to sustainability claims also from a socio-
cultural perspective. It promotes authentic, community-based experiences over mass tourism and
encourages tourists to explore nearby destinations, and to use cycling or walking for local slow
travelling, with the aim to foster deeper connections between travellers and locals, preserving cultural
heritage and identity, and reducing the pressures on local communities and residents.

However, transitioning to a degrowth model requires substantial and often critical infrastructure and
transport policy changes. Tourist destinations, especially those reliant on high flows of visitors, must
adapt by promoting year-round, sustainable tourism that spreads demand more evenly across time
and space. Therefore, to make tourism degrowth finally beneficial to regions and local environments,
cooperation between policymakers, tourism industry, and local communities and stakeholders is



essential. By embracing tourism degrowth alongside sustainable transportation systems, this
interdisciplinary workshop aims at discussing the challenges brought by tourism degrowth and its
potential impact on local communities, balancing the need of sustainable tourism with the importance
of ensuring welfare-enhancing transition in regions whose economy depends on the tourism industry.

Topics of interest
The workshop will focus on the following specific topics:

Tourism degrowth and sustainability of transport systems in urban vs. extra-urban destinations
The effects of tourism degrowth on public transports, accessibility and customers’ satisfaction
The interplay between tourism degrowth and transportation from a sociological perspective
Tourism degrowth and business models for destination management

Tourism degrowth and transport-based sustainable services for the hospitality industry
Experimental and behavioural approaches for tourism degrowth

Tourism degrowth and regenerative tourism planning and management

Tourism degrowth and community-based tourism
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Tourism degrowth and transport solutions for mass tourist routes and destinations
10. The impact of tourism degrowth on the competition in the transport industry
11. Quantitative methods and measurement of tourism degrowth

The organizing committee may also consider contributions focused on other aspects of the relation
between tourism degrowth and transportation systems. Yet, priority will be given to works addressing
the specific transport-related challenges of tourism degrowth.

The workshop will ideally comprise 16 paper presentations, with appropriate time for comments and
discussion.

Publishing opportunities

Publishing opportunities will be discussed during the workshop.

Venue

The workshop will take place at the University of Insubria, Como (ltaly) on September 10-11, 2025.
Participation and fees

This workshop is funded by the University of Insubria and NECTAR. With this co-funding, for one author
per paper, we will be able to fund accommodation for one night, meals (social dinner, one lunch and
coffee breaks) and the social events during the event.

NECTAR membership for the year 2025 (€80 or, for those under the age of 30, €50) is required to attend
the meeting. Non-members can find details on how to join the association on the ‘Membership’ page
of NECTAR’s website: https://nectar-eu.eu/membership/.

Abstract submission:

If you are interested in participating in the workshop, please send an abstract of your presentation
(about 500 words), including author names, affiliations, keywords, in pdf format to Luca Zamparini
(luca.zamparini@unisalento.it) and Daniele Crotti (daniele.crotti@uninsubria.it) by April 15, 2025. The

abstracts will be reviewed by the organizing committee. The notification of abstract acceptance will be
distributed by April 30, 2025.



Organizing committee

Daniele Crotti, University of Insubria, Department of Human Sciences and Innovation for the Territory
Roberta Minazzi, University of Insubria, Department of Laws, Economics and Cultures

Peter Nijkamp, Tinbergen Institute Amsterdam (NECTAR Cluster 5 co-chair)

Janika Raun, University of Tartu (NECTAR Cluster 5 co-chair)

Jodo Romao, Yasuda Women’s University (NECTAR Cluster 5 co-chair)

Luca Zamparini, University of Salento (NECTAR Cluster 5 co-chair)

NECTAR is a European-based scientific association. The primary objective is to foster research
collaboration and exchange of information between experts in the field of transport, communication
and mobility from all European countries and the rest of the world. It is a multidisciplinary social science
network. It brings together a wide variety of perspectives on transport and communication problems
and their impacts on society from an international perspective. http://www.nectar-eu.eu

The Department of Human Sciences and of the Innovation for the Territory (DiSUIT) of the University
of Insubria (Varese, Como, Busto Arsizio) was established in 2019 and was created with the aim of
fostering interdisciplinary dialogue between humanities studies and social sciences, to enhance and
study the territory in its historical, linguistic, cultural, economic, and environmental complexity. It
serves as an attractive hub and a meeting point between humanities, computer-mathematical, regional
sciences, and geological-ecological expertise. The department is focused on promoting humanities and
social studies in the contemporary context. Its goal is also to address the needs of an increasingly
complex and evolving world from a "glocal" perspective, as the Insubrian territory is by no means a
periphery of the world but is located in Europe. http://www.uninsubria.it/disuit

The Department of Law, Economics, and Cultures (DIiDEC) of the University of Insubria (Varese, Como,
Busto Arsizio) was established in 2011, building on the experience of the Faculty of Law. Today, it
encompasses expertise in both legal and economic sciences, with a focus on historical, linguistic, and
sociological sciences. All of these different areas of knowledge are harmoniously integrated into the
Degree Programs offered by the Department, and they also characterize the scientific research field,
which is developed through numerous individual research strands and within thematic research areas
and Centers, reflecting a strong commitment to interdisciplinarity. http://www.uninsubria.it/didec




